
REGROUP AND 

REENERGIZE! 

As we all get ready for the 

upcoming winter months, 

MAPSA will be in high 

gear regrouping and reener-

gizing now and into 2012.  

The Board has been meet-

ing throughout the summer 

months discussing and 

strategizing ways to en-

hance the involvement of 

our membership. We have 

been listening to your com-

ments and advice for a 

more dynamic conference, 

the possibility of regional 

trainings, and valuing your 

membership with regular 

correspondence, news and 

interesting articles (both 

local and national) in the 

world of pretrial.  I believe 

you will begin to see the 

positive change as we 

move into 2012. 

That said, we have decided 

the best way to spend this 

next year accomplishing 

our goals is to postpone our 

next statewide training 

until 2013.  We realized 

that the other areas of our 

organization were begin-

ning to lose steam due to 

the enormous amounts of 

time each winter focused 

on developing our annual 

conference.  For those of 

you new to MAPSA, we 

also have a membership 

committee and a legislative 

committee.  Our intent is to 

fill our MAPSA Board 

vacancies, connect with the 

regions directly and devel-

op a curriculum for smaller 

regional trainings.  We 

want to also look closely at 

any legislative issues that 

may affect pretrial in the 

coming years.  We are 

aware that the bail bond 

movement across the coun-

try has been trying to elimi-

nate the need for pretrial 

services in the court sys-

tems. This may eventually 

become an issue MAPSA 

will need to respond to in 

the 

coming 

years or possibly in 

months.   

We expect to begin plan-

ning the 2013 conference 

in the early fall of 2012.  

We welcome ideas as to 

presentations, presenters 

and any other constructive 

advice you may have as we 

move forward in these ex-

citing times.  Feel free to 

contact any of the current 

Board members by logging 

on to our website 

www.mapsa.us, and click-

ing on the “Board” icon.   

We hope you have wonder-

ful holiday season, and we 

look forward to providing 

you with further updates as 

to our progress in the com-

ing months! 

 

Diana K Wilkie 

Vice President - MAPSA 

Letter from The Vice-President 

NAPSA ETHICS: 
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Fall 2011 
EDITOR: Amy Olson 

National Association of Pretrial Services Agencies (NAPSA) Code of Ethics  

As a Pretrial Services Professional I Will: 

ω Assist the criminal justice system in its dealings with pretrial defendants to the best of my ability and will conduct 

myself as a professional at all times; 

ω Respect the dignity of the individual, be they defendants, victims, or fellow criminal justice professionals; 

ω Respect the dignity and integrity of the court; 

ω Respect the presumption of innocence of all defendants, until proven guilty beyond a reasonable doubt, and to 

uphold the fundamental right of every accused person who has been arrested and is facing prosecution under the U.S. criminal justice system; 

ω Pledge that the information I provide to the court and the decisions I make are as accurate and objective as possible; 

ω Treat all people equally regardless of race, national origin, disability, age, gender, sexual orientation or religion;  

ω Protect the confidentiality of all information obtained, except when necessary to prevent serious, foreseeable, and/or imminent harm to a defend-

ant or other identifiable person. 

ω Avoid impropriety or the appearance of impropriety; 

ω Avoid any conflicts of interest and will not evaluate, supervise and/or provide services to anyone I have an existing relationship with, nor enter 

into a personal or business relationship with anyone I evaluate, supervise or provide services to; 

ω Continue to pursue my own professional development and education to further my expertise in the field; 

ω Promote the growth of pretrial services, as well as encourage and cooperate with research and development in advancing the field; 

ω Respect and promote the fundamental  

principles and professional standards which guide pretrial services and will implement these best practices to the extent I am able; 

ω Refrain from providing legal advice to any pretrial defendants; and lastly, 

ω Promise to conduct myself as an individual of good character who will act in good faith in making reliable  

ethical judgments.                                                                                                                                            -NAPSA Website 
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Synthetic Drugs—Dangerous Drugs  

   M A PSA  M AT TE RS  

From rural Oklahoma to subur-

ban Minnesota, a tide of dan-

gerous synthetic drugs is caus-

ing mayhem and baffling po-

lice and prosecutors across the 

nation. 

Packaged and sold as innocu-

ous products such as "herbal 

incense" and "bath salts," the 

drugs are touted by users as 

legal alternatives to marijuana, 

cocaine and other controlled 

substances that can bring stiff 

penalties and jail time in even 

small amounts. 

But the consequences of using 

them are proving to be devas-

tating. 

This spring, synthetic drugs 

sent shock through a suburban 

Twin Cities neighborhood after 

a house party went awry. Elev-

en teens and young adults had 

to be rushed to hospitals after 

snorting a synthetic drug in 

Blaine. A 19-year-old died 

hours later after doctors re-

moved his life support. 

In Mississippi, a man high on 

bath salts stole a gun from one 

sheriff's deputy, then shot an-

other dead. He told deputies 

that he saw the devil and broke 

through gurney straps and med-

ical tape when they tried to 

force him into an ambulance. 

In Iowa, an 18-year-old student 

smoked synthetic marijuana 

with some friends, then told 

them he felt like he was in hell. 

He went home and shot himself. 

In an upscale suburb of New 

Orleans, a doctor's son, high on 

bath salts, slit his throat in front 

of his family, then later took a 

shotgun to his head. 

Outside Seattle, a 38-year-old 

man killed his wife, then him-

self, during a high-speed police 

chase in April. Police found 

their 5-year-old son dead at 

home. Both parents had bath 

salts in their systems. 

Altogether, poison control cen-

ters have re-

ceived more 

than 6,600 

calls about 

designer syn-

thetics this 

year, 10 times 

more than the 

first half of 

2010. Syn-

thetic drugs 

have been 

linked or sus-

pected in 

more than 20 

deaths nation-

ally in the past year, while 

emergency rooms are treating 

more patients who have over-

dosed on sometimes tiny 

amounts of designer synthetics. 

Mark Ryan, director of the Lou-

isiana Poison Center, said he 

has seen "bizarre reports" from 

all over the country. 

"The severity of the cases is 

what makes it so bad," Ryan 

said. "The symptoms are severe 

and people are a threat not only 

to themselves, but to those 

around them." 

The new drugs are easy to find. 

Merchants promote the drugs on 

the Internet, and some are avail-

able on the shelves of record 

stores and smoke shops. Author-

ities believe the drugs are often 

manufactured by rogue chemists 

in foreign countries. 

Federal officials claim many of 

the new designer drugs are al-

ready illegal under existing 

laws. To strengthen the 

hands of police and 

prosecutors, lawmakers 

in Washington and 

many states are trying 

to combat the burgeon-

ing crisis by banning 

specific substances in 

designer synthetics and 

their chemical cousins. 

In Minnesota, a new 

drug law with that pur-

pose went into effect 

on July 1. 

But few prosecutors 

have brought charges under the 

laws, which have yet to be fully 

tested in court. 

U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar, a 

former Hennepin County attor-

ney who is now sponsoring 

some of the federal legislation, 

called the growth of synthetics a 

"major shift" in the drug trade. 

Source: Star Tribune Reporting 

Google Images– Neurospine.wordpress.com 
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MAPSA SECRETARY:  

TARA ROTHER  
What is your current job and where do you work?  
I am a Probation Officer at Hennepin County Community Corrections 
in the Felony DWI Unit. I started this position in June 2011, although I 
have worked for Hennepin County before for many years. I would 
say this is probably my favorite job to date! 
 
How long have you b een on the MAPSA Board and what is your role?  
I served as a Region Representative on the MAPSA Board for a couple of years for Rice County. 
After leaving for a bit while having more children, I returned to MAPSA in November 2010 and became MAPSA 
Secretary in early 2011. 
 
What is your favorite part of working in Corrections?  
My favorite part of working in Corrections is working with a diverse clientele. I am intrigued by people's back-
grounds, stories, and motivations. I like learning about cultures, events, and situations my clients share with me and 
creating a plan for them to personally succeed. 
 

Where did you attend College?  
I attended college for a year at Colorado State University (Go Rams!) and then graduat-
ed from University of Minnesota-Twin Cities (Go Gophers!) in 1995 with a double major in 
Sociology in Law, Criminology & Deviance (the U of MN's fancy way of saying Correc-
tions) and Speech & Hearing Science- Communication Disorders. Yes, I made the choice 
to spend my days in a probation office over working with ears! 
 
What was your favorite Halloween costume that you wore?  
Ha! I do love Halloween, well mostly for the candy. I think my favorite one was when I 
wore a bright green ballet costume I already had from a past recital and my dad cut out 
huge cardboard fairy wings and spray painted them gold so I could be Tinkerbell.  He 
even made me a homemade wand with a glittery star on the end! (That must be why 

my Disney obsession has flourished all these years!) 
 
What are your hobbies?  
Besides spending most of my time with my four kids and family, I like to read, take photos and design photo crea-
tions/projects, collect anything Disney, and work on my very small-scale candy business. (Is laundry for 6 a hobby? I 
spend a lot of my time doing that!) My goals are to go to every Disney Park in the world, visit the Hershey Factory 
in Pennsylvania, and learn to speak fluent Spanish. 
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Meet the Board  

We are going to be profiling our board members each edition so you can get to know us a little better. We would also like to know more about our members. If you would like to nominate a member to be profiled please contact your region representative or  email: 

mapsa@mapsa.us. 

CRAZY FACT:  

Over 100,000 Crimes Linked To Facebook 

Faceboo
k frien

ds aren
ôt so f

riendly
.

 Crimes 

linked to Facebook reached more than 100,000 

across the country in the last five years. Accord-

ing to crime reports,  many users have alerted 

officers to alleged acts of terrorism, sudden 

deaths, missing pets and even firearms offenses. 

-News One for Black America Website 

WOMEN IN CORRECTIONS:  

Kathy Halvorson has been named 

warden of  the Minnesota Correc-

tional Facilityï Red Wing.  She is the 

first woman in 122 years to hold the 

position.   
-DOC Website 



 

 

 

Board Members 

President:  Tim Gothmann 

Vice President: Diana Wilkie, Hennepin County 

Secretary:  Tara Rother, Hennepin County 

Treasurer:  Levi Scheeler, Hennepin County 

 

Regional Representatives  

Region I:  Aaron Langer, Rice County 

Region II:   Jill Hady, Brown County 

Region III:  OPEN 

Region IV:  OPEN 

Region V:  OPEN 

Region VI:  Ronalea Lahti, Ramsey County 

Region VII:  OPEN 

Region VIII:  OPEN 

Federal Rep: Gary Smith, U.S. Federal  

The mission of the Minnesota Association 

of Pretrial Services Agencies is to create 

a more safe and just criminal justice system 

by providing quality training to our 

members, promoting information to 

improve pretrial programs and promoting 

the importance of pretrial services in 

Minnesota. 

MAPSA is always looking for new members to help with ideas, trainings and to bring attention to pretrial and 

probation. If you are interested in becoming a member or becoming a representative for your region, please  

contact us at:: mapsa@mapsa.us. 

MAPSA  Financial  Report  
 

 
 

September 2011: 
 

$5,294.41  
 October 2011: $5,294.81 


